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REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are pending in this Application. Claims 5-19 are added by this 
amendment and Claims 1-4 are pending from issued U.S. Patent 6,000,732. 

Support for claim 5 can be found in claim 1, Figs. 2a and 2b, column 2 lines 11- 
17; claim 6 in column 2, lines 33-37, and in claim 1; claim 7 in claim 1 and in Figs. 1-4; claim 8 
in claim 1; claim 9 in column 3, lines 33-43; claim 10 in Figs. 1 and 4, and column 2, lines 50- 
53; claim 11 in column 4, lines 17-20 and Figs. 1-4; claim 12 in claim 1, Figs. 1-4, column 3, 
lines 33-43; claim 13 in claim 1, Figs. 1-4; claim 14 in Figs. 1 and 4 and column 2, lines 50-53; 
claim 15 in claim 1 and Figs 2a and 2b; claim 16 in claim 1 and column 4, lines 6-8, and column 
4, lines 14-23; claim 17 in column 3, lines 38-43, and Figs. 2a and 2b; claim 18 in claim 1 and 
column 3, lines 38-43; claim 19 in claim 1, Figs. 1-4, and column 4, lines 1-2. 
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In view of the amendments to the Claims, Applicants believe that this Application 
is now in condition for allowance. If the Examiner feels that contacting the Applicants' Attorney 
via telephone would advance the prosecution of this case, he is invited to call the undersigned at 
the number given below. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Douglas J. Christensen 
Registration No. 35,480 

Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, PA. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612)349-3001 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 16-0631. 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAIL 
"Express Mai." mailing label number EL671552706US. Date of Depos.t: December .4, 2001 

being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee serv.ce under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 on 
the date indicated above and is addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . 

Scott G. Ulbrich c ■ 

Name of Person Making Deposit Signature 
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ATTACHMENT 
REDLINED AMENDMENT 


Claims As Amended 
Please add the following new claims: 

§ A transport container for wafer-sha p ed ohiectOie container comprising: 
a container for holding the ob jects, the container having a plurality of walls, the 
walls having a plurality of recesses, 


a container door fitted in said container and comprising two walls, spaced apart 
from each other. a locking and mo ckin g arrangement positioned within the door and 
between the two w ll«, the locking an d unlocking arrangement comprising a plurality of 
locking elements moveable between a rnoyegVin state and a moved-out state, whereby in 
th. moved-out sta te the locking elements penetrate into said recesses in the container 
walk the locking ™d unlocking arra ^ment farther comprising a plurality of couplers, 
th. cou Elejs each h *in P pivotallv mou nted to one of the door walls and having an axis, 
.arh locking elem ^t is connled to a c oupler w hereby the penetration of each of said 
locking elements into a reces s is effected along a curved path. 


f, The transport container of claim 5 wjxerejn the locking and unlocking , arrangement further 
com prises a plate and each lockin g element is a component part of the plate, 


7. The transport container 
attached thereto 


of claim 6 wherein each plate has a plurality of couplers pivotalb, 


8 The transport container of claim * wherein each plate has two couplers connecting 
hetween the wall and the plate and the cou plers are configured as a parallelogram. 
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9. The transport container of claim 5 wherein the each locking element is rotatably coupled 
to a coupling member. 

1 0. The tr ans port container of claim 5 wherein the l ocking and unlocking arrangement further 
comprises a rotatable disk with a plurality of dis placing elements each having two ends with one 
end of each displacing element rotatablv con necting to the rotatable disk and the other coupled to 
the locking element. 

1 1 . The transport container of claim 1 0 wherein the locking and unlocking arrangement 
further comprises a plurality of plates and each locking element is part of a plate and each 
displacing element is coupled to the locking elem ent through the plate. 

1 2. A tran s port container for wafer-shaned objects, th e transport container comprising a 
container and a door to close the container, the door com prising a pair of walls and a locking and 
unlocking arrangement positioned between the walls, t he locking and unlocking arrangement 


a plurality of locking elements extendable out of the door to engage recesses in 
the container, at least one locking elemen t extending in one direction and at least one 
locking element extending in the opposite direction to engage recesses in the container; 

a rotatable disk positioned in the door, the rotatable disk coupled to the at least 
one locking element extending in one direction an d the at least one locking element 
extending in the opposite direction. 

a plurality of couplers, the couplers having two ends w ith one end of one coupler 
attached to and rotatable about an axis at one of the parallel walls and the other end of 


compnsing: 


11 



i O iqiip s aaL B i i 



Reissue Patent Application No. 6,000,732 

one cou pler being attached to and rot able about an axis at the at least one locking 
Anient extending in one direction, wit h one end of another coupler attached to and 
mfatahle about an axis at t he one of the para llel walls and the other end of said another 
rnn pler being attached to and rotatable about an ax is at the one locking element 
^tending in the opposite direction, wher e by the locking elements extend outwardly in a 
curved path. 

H. The transport container of claim 12 whe r ein the rotatable disk is 'coupled to the at least 
one locking element extending in one direction an d t h e at l ea st one locking , element extending in 
the onnosite direction hv a pair of p lates nositioned in the door, one plate extending between the 
rotatable central disk and the at least one locking e l e m e n t ex tend in p in one direction, the other 
plate extending between the rotatable disk and the at least one loc kinp element extending in the 
op posite direction each of the plate s cou pjed to the rotatable disk such that rotation of the disk 
moves the plates inwardly and outwardly with respect to the rotating disk. 


14. 


The transport container of claim 1 3 wherein eac h nlate is coupled to the rotatable disk by 


a connecting rod extending between the disc and the plate. 

1 5 . The tran s port container of claim 1 3 wh e rein each plate has two couplers attached thereto 
and wherein each plate and the two counlers and t h e o ne of the p arallel walls of the door form a 
parallelogram. 

1 6. A sealable and transportable contain e r for wafer-shaped objects, the transportable 
container comprising: 
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a container includ in g a first wall and a second wa ll , one or m ore recesses in each 

of the first wall and second wall; 

a door with a seal between the door and t h e container, the door comprising a pair 
nf walls, an arrangement for locking an d unlocking the door disposed within the door 

between the pair of walls, 

wherein the arrangement for locking and unloc king the d oor co mprises a plurality 
W.Vin p elements extendable out of the do or hv a shared drive for penetration into a 
plurality of recesses in the container, a n d wherein each of the locking elements follows a 
curved path. 

1 7. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the la t ching assembly further comprises a plurality of 
cou plers, each coupler rotatablv co n nected to one of the walls with a first axis parallel to the wall 
and rotatablv connected at the locking elements wi th a n axis par allel to the first axis, the couplers 
providing the curved path of the lock ing element. 

1 8. A container door fitted in said contai ner and having a locking and unlocking 
arrangement, the locking and unlocking arrange m e n t co mpris ing a plurality of projections, the 
projections each moveable betwe e n a moved-in state and a moved-ont state, whereby in the 
moved-out state the locking elements penetrate in to sai d rece sses in the container walls, the 
locking and unloc kin g arrangeme n t further comprising a plurality of couplers, the couplers each 
being rotatablv mounted to one of the door walls, each pro j ection having a coupler coupled 
thereto whereby the penetration of each of said pr o ject i o n s int o a recess is effected along a 
curved path. 
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1 9. A transport container for wafer-shaped objects, the transport container comprising a 
container and a door to close the container, the door comprising a pair of walls and a locking and 
unlocking arrangement positioned between the walls, the locking and unlocking arrangement 
comprising: 

a plurality of locking elements extendable o ut of the door to engage recesses in 
the container, at least one locking element extending in one directio n and at least one 
lockin g element extending in the opposite direc tion with respect to the door; 

a rotatable disk positioned in the door, the rotatable disk coupled to the at least 
one, locking element extending in one direction and the at least one locking element 
extending in the opposite direction; and 

a connecting rod connected to the rotata ble disk, the connecting rod and disk 
having an hevond dead center position for fixing t he locking elements in a position. 
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